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Executive Summary

The IRTP also encourages public debate on how to spread
the cost of providing transport facilities more equitably. For
example, a person who only uses a car in off-peak periods
pays the same general taxes and charges as a person who
drives themself to work in congested periods.

Environmentally sustainable transport

Transport activity is a major contributor to energy
consumption and emissions (o the environment. The
environmental consequences of transport must be managed
in a coordinated way and the number of private vehicle trips
contained to improve the environmental performance of the
transport system.

Currently the region’s air quality is much less affected by
vehicle emissions than that of Sydney or Melbourne,
Progressive reductions in lead content in petrol  have
improved air quality. However with a doubling of present
travel demand possible in 20 - 25 years, there is no reason
for complacency.

Reducing the number of private vehicle trips and increasing
the proportion of trips made by public transport, walking
and cycling will be the key to improved environmental
performance of the transport system.

Major new transport initiatives will also be required to
demonstrate how their design and use will contribute to the
achievement of adopted environmental guideline levels,

Implementation

The strategic policies and actions contained in this IRTP
provide a clear basis for guiding South FEast Queensland
towards more  sustainable transport in  the future.
Implementation of the IRTP will centre on appropriate
consultation, agreed sharing of management responsibilities
and adequate funding for the transport system.

The IRTP implementation arrangements, guided by the
Regional Coordination Committee, will allow coordinated
planning of the various elements of the Lransport system in
conjunction with growth management in South East
Queensland and will treat all modes of transport consistently.

Queensland Transport will ensure there is a specific focus on
implementing the IRTP. The department will work closely
with local governments and relevant state government
departments such as the Department of Local Government
and Planning and the Department of Main Roads.

Local governments will assume a lead agency role for local
integrated transport and land use planning within their
jurisdiction, with support from Queensland Transport and the
Department of Main Roads.
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Fxecutive Summary

“The cost of not implementing the
IRTP would be around $12 billion
per year.”

IRTP

The need for an integrated public transport system will
require all service providers to work in combination with
other service providers, to give the highest possible level of
service to the public.

Community involvc;nent in transport decisions

The community must be consulted at the right time to enable
it to influence transport decisions before government
commitments are made.

Community involvement has played a major part in drawing
up this IRTP. Its release also provides the community with a
framework under which local studies will be conducted.

Input from communities will be sought at all planning scales
from the IRTP to more local planning studies and the
individual project scale. There also needs to be clear rules
which must be followed by transport agencies in conducting
consultation, planning and transport development processes.

The IRTP has developed guidelines which outline improved
processes for community consultation. These are supported
by detailed draft processes and procedures being developed
by Queensland Transport and the Department of Main
Roads. These types of formal guidelines should be followed
by all agencies.

Transport investment

As the region continues to expand, it will be increasingly
difficult to provide high quality wansport infrastructure and
services from available revenue sources. This will be the case
irrespective of whether the IRTP targets for increased public
transport, ride sharing, walking and cycling are achieved.
The major issue is that while population is growing at
between 2 and 2.5% each year, travel demand is growing at
around 3.5%.

To maintain the current levels of access and mobility, up to
$31 billion will be needed for system improvements,
operating costs and maintenance over the next 25 years, and
$19 billion for capacity enhancement for roads, rail, and
other public transport.

If the average motorised trip time doubled from the 1992
level of 17 minutes to 34 minutes in 2011, as the IRTP
predicts could happen without intervention, then household
car trips in an urban area would cost, on average, an
additional § 2.30, and a commercial trip would cost. on
average, an additional $ 8.60. In the year 2011, there will
be about 8 million private vehicle trips, and 2 million
commercial trips in the region each day. The cost of not
implementing the IRTP and achieving the targets would
therefore be in the order of $34 million per day or $12 billion
per vear.
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